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THE, 

HALF-GRASIS  COINS 
OF  ALEXANDER 

By  Dr.  Audrius  V.  Plioplys 
The  coins  of  Alexander  have  rec- 
eived little  attention  as  far  as  th- 
eir varieties  are  concerned.  Having 
reviewed  my  own  collection  of  these 
coins,  I have  concluded  that  there 
are  a number  of  significant  varia- 
tions which  can  be  systematically 
studied.  It  is  hoped  that  this  ar- 
ticle would  lay  a foundation  for  fu- 
rther analysis  and  classifications 
of  Alexander's  coinage.  But  first,  a 
bit  of  historical  background  about 
the  coins  is  appropriate. 

Lithuanian  coins  had  been  mint- 
ed in  Vilnius  by  Jogaila  and  Vytau- 
tas  until  1396  at  which  time  minti- 
ng stopped.  The  subsequent  decades 
were  full  of  rivalry  between  the  ba- 
rons of  Lithuania  who  wanted  to  mai- 
ntain their  own  national  independen- 
ce and  the  rulers  of  the  combined 
Lithuanian-Polish  state.  In  order  to 
placate  local  sentiments,  the  ruler 
of  the  two  countries,  Kazimieras,  in 
1490,  sent  his  son  Alexander  to  be 
the  local  ruler  of  the  Lithuanian  te- 
rritories. With  the  death  of  Kazimi- 
eras  in  1492,  Alexander  became  the 
Grand  Luke  of  Lithuania.  His  brother, 
John  Albrechtas,  died,  and  Alexander 
was  elected  as  the  Polish  leader,  ag- 
ain unifying  the  rule  of  the  two 
countries.  Alexander  died  in  1506. 

Alexander  opened  a mint  in  Viln- 
ius apparently  in  1490  and  started 
minting  his  denars  without  the  let- 
ter "A."  This  letter  was  to  appear 
on  these  coins  after  his  election  to 
the  Lithuanian  throne  in  1492  (See 
Karys,  Ancient  Lithuanian  C rrencies 
p.  242).  These  coins  were  tne  first 
ones  minted  in  Lithuania  which  carr- 
ied both  the  Lithuanian  Vytis  and 
Continued  next  page... 


REMEMBERING  ADOMAS  PRUSAS 

By  Vacys  Prusas 

Excerpted  and  paraphrased  by  LNA  member  Charles  Matuzas 
from  "Truputis  IS  anq  Prusienq — Prisimenant  Emilija 
PrUsientj.  [A  Little  From  the  Past,  Remembering  Emily 
Prusas]",  originally  published  in  Varpas  [The  Bell]  No. 
17,  1960-81. 


Some  three  years  ago  this  writer  submitted  two  short  bi- 
ographies of  two  members  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania:  Ignas  Musteikis,  and  Jonas  Masiluis.  (Bee 
The  Knight  Nos.  24,  25;  1962). 

Recently  while  visiting  an  ailing  aunt  in  the  Boston 
area,  this  paraphraser  found  her  in  the  care  of  Mr.  t Mrs. 
Justas  LeSSinskas,  wher.e  he  also  found  some  interesting  mat- 
erial to  share  with  his  LNA  members.  This  material  pertains 
to  a vice-governor  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  whoe  signature 
is  on  the  earlier  notes:  A.  Prusas. 

Mr.  Le§2inskas  pro- 
duced for  me  two  artic- 
les about  Lithuanian 
banknotes.  One  was  about 
the  counterfeit  50  ct. 
note  which  we  reprinted 
earlier,  and  the  other 
which  we  are  excerpting 
here.  This  deals  mostly 
with  Elmilija  Prusas, 

Latvian  born_and  wife 
of  Adomas  Prusas  (1878- 
1939)*  whose  signature 
appears  on  some  of  Li- 
thuania's banknotes. 

•There  also  is  a separ- 
ate section  about  the 
1,000  Litq  note  , rep- 
rinted elsewhere  in 
this  issue. 

What  is  of  inter- 
est to  we  numismatists 

is  what  is  mentioned  about  the  husband  Adomas,  and  what  is 
not  found  in  any  other  source,  the  interesting  details.  The 
writer  of  tne  article  (Vacys  Prusas)  is  a nephew  of  Adomas. 


ADOMAS 


PRUSAS 


In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  and  in  the  beg- 
inning of  this,  the  small  number  of  Lithuanians  who  were 
able  to  get  an  education,  could  not  get  a job  in  Lithuania 
proper;  only  in  the  interior  of  Czarist  Russia  or  it6  sub- 
jugated provinces. 

It  was  in  St.  Petersburg  where  Emilija  met  and  married 
Adomas  Prusas,  who  at  that  time  was  the  government  bank's 
auditing  inspector  for  the  whole  southern  part  of  Imperial 

Continued  on  pageft... 
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ALEXANDER.  . . 


Continued  from  page  1... 


Plate  I 
(Ub verse ) 


Plate  2 
L Reverse ) 


the  Polish  eagle,  a tradition  that  was  to 
continue  through  the  subsequent  centuries. 

The  half-grasis  coins,  tne  topic  of 
this  paper,  appeared  in  1492  and  their  mi- 
nting would  continue  until  1506.  On  the 
front  of  tne  coin  is  the  Lithuanian  Vytis 
and  the  inscription:  "MON(ete)  ALEXANDRI 
[A  coin  of  Alexander]."  On  the  reverse  is 
the  Polish  eagle  and  the  inscription, 
"MaGNI  i)UC(is)  LITUaNIE,"  meaning,  "Grand 
Duke  of  Lithuania." 

The  standard  categorization  of  this 
coin  is  into  two  types:  Gothic,  and  Rena- 
issance. In  Gumowski's  book  under  entry 
number  472  (I960  edition)  on  page  104, 
the  gothic  and  renaissance  varieties  are 
illustrated.  This  two  coin  classification 
nas  been  continued  in  our  LNA’s  Catalog 
(1*64),  with  the  gothic  type  called  Type 
A,  and  the  Renaissance  Type  B. 

However,  in  earlier  publications,  di- 
fferent varieties  of  this  coin  have  been 
noticed  and  described.  In  a work  by  Gumo- 
waKi  entitled  Mennica  Wiienska  published 


in  Warsaw  in  1921,  there  are  described  4 types  of  this 
coin.  The  four  coins  are  illustrated  in  table  I of 
that  refernc^  and  using  Gumowski’s  enumeration,  can  be 
identified  as:  (4)  Gothic  letters  with  no  ring  around 
the  Vytis;  (5)  gothic  letters  with  a ring  under  the 
Vytis,  (6)  gothic  letters  with  a ring  around  the  Vytis 
(7)  Renaissance  letters  and  a ring  around  the  Vytis. 

A careful  analysis  of  my  own  coins  has  lead  me  to 
conclude  that  there  are  far  more  variations  of  this 
coin  than  the  descriptions  above.  After  all,  the  coin 
was  repeatedly  minted  over  an  8 year  period  probably 
in  mazsive  numbers  (J.  Karys  op.  cit.,  p.  24o).  With 
the  crude  techniques  available  at  the  time  it  would 
not  be  surprising  if  many  varieties  existed.  I have 
prepared  two  photographic  plates  of  nine  of  these  co- 
ins from  my  own  collection.  In  the  first  plate,  the 
Vytis  side, or  obverse  [Note:  the  Polish  eagle  is  not 
the  obverse,  as  Poles  would  have  you  to  believe;  See 
Karys,  Ancient ... pp.  245,  251]  of  the  coins  are  pres- 
ented. In  the  second  plate,  each  coin  was  turned  thr- 
ough the  vertical  axis  revealing  the  back  as  well  as 
the  orientation  of  the  eagle  in  relation  to  the  Vytis 
on  the  front.  I have  lettered  each  coin  from  A through 
I.  Most  of  the  following  points  can  be  seen  in  the 
Continued  on  page  ^ . 


Fi^ATUHL  OF  THL  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 


THE  BEAUTIFUL  1,000  LITQ  BANKNOTE 


1,000  Litq, 

P-22 

Dated:  Gruodzio  (Dece- 
mber) 11,  1924 
Bize:  220  x 117  nun. 
Printer:  Bradbury,  Wil- 
kinson. (300,000  prod- 
uced) 

Printing  date:  July  8, 
1925. 

Released  into  circul- 
ation: February  23, 

1926 

Signatures:  V.  Jurgutis, 

A.  Prusas,  Julius  Kau- 
pas,  P.  Grajauskas,  J. 
Pakny6 . 

Watermark:  Vytautas  the 
Great. 

Paper:  supplied  by  Por- 
tals, Ltd. 

Colors:  Green,  orange; 
blue 

Serial  letters:  A [BCD] 
Specimens:  Perforated 
PaVYBDYS  3 times  in  a 
triangular  arrangement 
on  a circulation  note; 
Printer's  specimen  with 
two  red  seals  in  serial 
number  area;  "First/Last" 
record  note  with  serials 
"A000,001-D100,000;"  Li- 
ght brown  reverse  uniface 
printer's  proof  known. 


We  bet  some  of  you  have 
been  wondering  when  we  wo- 
uld feature  this,  the  big- 
gest banknote  produced  and 
issued  for  Lithuania:  the 
1,000  Litq.  At  the  time  of 
issuance,  the  note  had  a 
face  value  of  U.S.  >100. 
^uite  a few  Lithuanians 
never  even  saw  these 1 The 
technical  details  are  pri- 
nted above,  so  we  won't  re- 
peat them  here.  The  note 
was  designed  by  artist  Ado- 
mas  Galdikas  in  1924,  who 
was  commissioned  to  design 
the  1,000  Litq  note  after 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  ear- 
lier had  rejected  the  des- 
ign of  Vilius  Jomantas  a 
few  months  earlier  (P-B21). 

Obverse  description:  In 
the  watermark  oval  area  at 
the  far  left  is  a bust  of 
Vytautas  the  Great.  As  the 


country's  highest  denomination  banknote,  Lithuania's  greatest 
patriarch  rightfully  belongs  here.  In  the  center  is  the  national 
emblem  of  Lithuania,  Vytis  (the  knight).  The  numerals  "1000"  ap- 
pear in  all  four  corners  of  the  designed  area.  The  signatures 
appear  under  the  words  "Tukstantis  Litq".  To  the  left  in  small 
print  is  the  Litas  gold/worth  formula  which  translates,  "One 
Litas  is  worth  0.150462  grams  of  pure  gold."  Opposite  it  on  the 
right  appears,  "KAUNAS,  1924  m.  Gruodiio  m.  11  d."  The  serial 
letter  and  number,  printed  in  red,  appear  twice:  on  each  center 
end.  The  background  features  an  orange/blue  wavy  "rays"  design 
protruding  outwards  from  the  Vytis.  In  the  printer's  specimen 
illustrated  above,  we  see  the  two  red  seals  in  place  of  the  ser- 
ial letters/numbers,  and  the  note  is  punched  twice  in  the  signa- 
ture area. 

Reverse  description:  In  the  center  we  see  a young  man  seat- 
ed right,  and  a young  woman  seated  left.  The  woman  is  holding  a 
bouquet  of  flowers  in  her  left  hand,  and  in  her  right  hand  a tool 
of  industry.  Around  her  feet  are  found:  a scythe,  a rake,  a plow, 
and  a wickerwork  basket.  The  male  youth  is  strumming  a Lithuani- 
an "kankles"  (zither),  a stringed  instrument  of  ancient  origin. 
During  the  period  of  Lithuanian  independence,  the  Lithuanian  Ka- 
nkles Society  was  established,  teaching  persons  how  to  play  the 
instrument,  and  giving  concerts  throughout  the  country. 

Various  symbols  are  scattered  around  the  male  youth:  three 
symbolic  flags  with  Lithuanian  emblems,  the  one  on  the  right 

Continued  on  page  ^ . . * . 
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LADY  LIBERTY  SALE 

A fitting  name  for  tnis  offering.  Moat  of  our  forefathers  and  actually  many  of  our  LNa  mem- 
bers processed  through  Ellis  laland  as  immigrants  to  this  wonderful  nation.  How  lucky  we  are  to 
oe  Able  to  collect  mementos  of  and  openly  study  our  heritage.  A freedom  we  take  for  granted,  but 
curreutly  in  disfavor  in  many  of  our  fatherlands. 

This  is  a special  sale  of  Lithuanian  numismatic  items  from  the  collection  of  our  IMA  director, 
Robert  Douchis.  Many  of  these  are  very  rare  items,  "once  in  a lifetime"  offerings,  including  some 
unique  banknote  specimens! 

Terms:  All  items  genuine  and  satisfaction  guaranteed.  Personal  checks  OK  from  LNA  members.  All 
orders  insured  and  postpaid.  All  prices  net  under  $1,000.  as  they  are  already  below  market.  For 
orders  filled  abouve  $1,000,  there  is  a 5#  discount.  See  somdhing  you  really  want,  but  can't  aff- 
ord at  the  moment? — send  1/3  down  (non-refundable ) , and  balance  in  60  days.  Direct  all  orders  to: 
Robert  J.  Douchis,  P.0.  Box  6l 2,  Columbia,  Maryland  21043.  (301)  964-5710. 

This  is  the  most  significant  and  fantastic  sale  we  have  offered  ever  in  The  Knight,  and  we 

hope  this  is  what  our  LNA  members  have  been  waiting  for.  Now  is  your  chancel 

• • • 


MEDlEVnL  LITHUANIAN  COINS: 

1509  1/2  GraSis  G-507,  F-VF  $13 

1512  1/2  GraSis  G-507,  T $10 

1513  1/2  Grasis  G-507,  F $10 
1566  4 GraSis  G-624  Abt.  F $20 
1610  1 Gratis  G-1318  F-XF  $20 
1617  U-7)  Schilling,  G-1295 

off  canter,  VF  $20 
MODERN  LITHUANIAN  COINS: 


Y-l  1925  1 Centas  UNC  $20 
1-2  1925  5 Centai  UNC  $18 
1-3  1925  10  Cent4  UNC  $20 
Y-4  1925  20  Centn  UNC  $20 
1-5  1925  50  Centq  UNC  $45 


Note:  11-5  is  a matched  set, 
lightly  toned.  Set  is  $100,  or 


individual  prices  above. 

Y-6  1 Litas  1925  Choice  BU  $25 

Y-7  1925  2 Litu,  Choice  BU 
(cat.  $60  in  UNC)  $55 

Y-7  1925  2 litu,  another 
Choice  BU  $55 

1-8  1925  5 Litai  UNC,  nice 
orig.  $65 

Y-9  1936  1 centas,  Choice 
BU  $15 

Y-10  1936  2 Centai,  CH  BU  $40 

1-12  1936  5 Litai,  CH  BU  $22 

Y-13  1956  lOLitvj  Nice  3U  $50 

Y-14  1938  10  Litn  Nice  BU  $80 


Y-l-14  complete  set,  average 
circulation  in  our  LNA/Capital 
plastic  holder,  $100 
Lithuanian  Circulation  BANKNOTES 

(Catalog  Pick  price  in  parenth- 

esis  ();  my  price  afterwards. 


P-1  1 Centas  AVF  ($18)  $14 
P-2  5 Centai,  F-VF  ($15)  $12 
P-7  1 Centas,  XF  ($40)  $25 
P-8  2 Centu,'  XF+  ($40)  $25 


P-13  1 Litas,  XF  ($100)  scarce 

$75 

P-21  500  Litq , UNC,  does  not 
have  the  usual  brown  paper  st- 
ains, very  scarce  original. 

($650)  $500 

P-24  50  Litq,  XF  ($55)  $35 


Lithuanian  Circulation  BANKNOTES,  Continued.... 

P-25  100  Litu,  VF-XF  ($50)  $30 

P-26  5 Litai,  nice  XF-AU  ($60)  $45 

P-27  20  Liti*  AVF  ($35)  *2? 

P-27  20  Litij  F ($20)  *15 

LITHUANIAN  SPECIMEN  BANKNOTES! 1 
A super  selection  of  Lithuanian  specimen  banknotes.  All 
are  rare  and  many  have  never  been  offered  before.  Take  ad- 
vantage of  this  fantastic  opportunity  to  add  that  denomina- 
tion to  your  collection  for  which  you  have  been  searching 
for  years,  Round  our  your  collection  with  a specimen  or  two! 
(— -)  denotes  catalog  price  in  UNC.  Notes  are  "Unc1 

VE  means  the  note  is  overprinted,  "Valeur  non  valablel 

Enchantillon ! " 

PB  means  the  note  is  overprinted  "Pavyzdas-bevertis.' 

Centas  (permanent)  VE  on  Rev($50)  *75 

Centas,  PB  on  rev.,  obv  has  ground-print  only  $75 
Centu  VE  on  obv  ($60)  *100 

Centu  PB  on  obv  ($60)  *90 

Centu  VE  on  rev  ($60)  *90 

P-10  10  Centu  VE  on  rev  ($70)  *105 

P-11  20  Centu  PB  on  obv  ($85)  *125 

P-11  20  Centu  VE  on  rev.  Obv.  cancelled  by  diagonal 

orange  crayon  line  ($85)  $135 

P-12  50  Centu,  PB  on  Obv;  cancelled  reverse  by  blue 


P-7 

P-7 

P-8 

P-8 

P-8 


1 

1 

2 

2 

2 


crayon 


'X" 


($120)  $180 
P-13  1 Litas,  VE  on  obve,  no  serial  # ($150  *225 

P-l4  2 Litu  VE  on  rev;  obv  series  G,  no  # ($175)  $260 

P-l6  5 Litai  (Type  2)  Punch  cancelled  PaVYEDYS  ($250)  $375 
P-l6  5 Litai  (Type  2)  VE  on  obv,  no  serial  # ($250)  $375 
P-l8  10  Lit4  Vi  on  obv;  no  serial  # ($400)  $600 

P-19  50  Lit4  PB  on  rev,  no  serial  Very  Hare  in  any 
grade!  ($600  in  VF  catalog)  (xxx) 

P-19  50  Lit4  VE  on  rev,  no  serial  #, 


$1,000 


Very  kare! 

(xxx)  $1,000 

P-20  100  Lit4  VE  on  Obv,  no  serial  #,  reverse  is  blank 

Very  Rar.l  — (xxx)  ‘70° 

p_2o  100  Lit4  PB  in  obv.  Series  A 000068,  reverse  has 
mount  marks  on  corners.  Typical  for  specimen  notes  with 
low  serial  numbers  as  they  were  displayed  in  tanks 

(xxx)  $750 

p_22  1,000  Lit4,  Punched  cancelled  FAVYiiDYS  3 times.  Note 
i8  VF.  a chance  to  obtain  a specimen  at  the  circulation 

price  ($600  VF)  (xxx  *6°° 

p_22  1-000  Litu.  Printers  proof  of  the  Reverse  iui  brown. 
Obv.  is  blank.  An  important  historical  item.  See  article 
(continued  next  page... 


tnib  issue  of  The  Knight!  Upper  margin  has 
hana-printed  in  black  ink  the  following  no- 
tation: "BROWN  FLAT  PLATE  NOT  RhINBOW  A." 

(11200)  51100 

MISCELLANEOUS 

UNRRA  Lithuanian  Scheinfeld  DP  camp  set, 
iy46.  UNC.  10$.,  50$,  11,00  denominations, 
bi-lingual  text.  Scarce  5125 

Memel,  Notgeid  set,  UNC.  Complete  9 notes. 


Colorful,  with  beautiful  scenes  of  the 


Klaipeda  region. 

(cat.  $167) 

*125 

Memel,  5 Mark  UNC 

($10 

$7 

OST  notes: 

10  Rubel,  H124,  VF 

U14) 

$10 

100  Rubel,  R125  VF 

($30) 

$20 

20  Mark,  R131*  aVF 

($7) 

$5 

7,000  LIT U 

Continued  from  page  }••• 

depicts  the  Columns  of  Gediminas.  The  flags 
represent  freedom  and  a glorious  past,  war  is 
represented  by  a shield  with  a double-barred 
cross,  two  crossed  swords,  and  a club.  Scie- 
nce is  represented  by  a book.  Art  is  repres- 
ented by  a palette.  Trade  is  represented  by 
a triangle.  Between  the  shoulders  of  the  yo- 
uths stands  the  "Mercury  Fasces,"  a symbol 
of  commerce.  Under  that,  above  the  book  and 
palette,  is  depicted  a statuette  of  Christ, 
"The  Concerned  One,"  with  a thorny  wreath 
upon  His  head.  Such  statuettes  used  to  be 
attached  to  trees  along  the  roadsides,  in 
boxes  with  glass  doors.  Some  numismatists 
erroneously  identify  this  as  a mythological 
hobgoblin  "god  of  plenty."  For  those  coll- 
ectors of  Christ  on  coins  and  banknotes, 
the  Lithuanian  1,000  litij  note  has  been 
probably  overlooked,  so  we  are  announcing 
it  here  first  in  T^e  Knight  1 The  rest  of 
the  reverse  design  is  filled  with  beautiful 
and  intricate  Lithuanian  folk  motifs. 

The  note's  reverse  i6  a very  dark  blue. 
This  caused  Bank  of  Lithuania  president  Vl- 
adas Jurgutis  to  reject  the  design.  In  fact, 
there  is  a printer's  proof  printed  in  light 
brown  [being  OFFERED  FOR  BaLE  ABOVE 1 l] , sho- 
wing that  they  tried  to  remedy  the  situation. 
Regarding  the  dark  reverse,  the  aforementioned 
article  about  Adomas  Frusas  in  this  issue 
contained  an  appendix  in  which  the  following 
paragraphs  were  recorded: 

"The  governor  of  the  Lank,  Prof.  V.  Jurgu- 
tis, did  not  want  to  accept  this  design  and 
he  tried  coaxing  the  artist  with  some  press- 
ure, for  a new  design  and  in  lighter  colors. 
Buch  an  attitude  from  the  governor's  part  pa- 
ined the  artist  who  had  labored  so  hard  and 
so  long,  and  all  in  vain. 

There  is  a saying  in  Lithuanian,  that  not 
all  that  is  bad,  may  still  end  for  the  better. 
Bo  that  is  what  happened  to  this  project,  the 


design.  The  governor  [Jurgutiaj  of  the  Banx  of 
Lithuania  became  ill  and  left  for  the  seaside 
resort  of  Falanga  to  recuperate  and  rest.  The  vice- 
governor  rtdomae  Frusas  was  left  in  his  place.  He  cab- 
led in  the  artist  Galdikas,  and  on  the  1,000  Litaa 
banknote  design,  he  wrote  a brief  and  clear  resolu- 
tion: 'Bpausdinti '--to  be  printed!  Buch  was  the  dec- 
ision that  saved  this  banknotes'  fate,  though  it  was 
still  printed  in  dark  colors!" 

And  so  we  have  Adomas  Frusas  to  thank  for  the  1,000 
Litu  banknote.  We  might  also  remark  here  that  truly 
the  design  is  the  most  beautiful  of  all  Lithuanian 
banKnotes,  and  filled  with  symbolism  and  pride  of  the 
country.  Fortunate  are  those  Lithuanian  collectors 
who  possess  one.  we've  been  saving  featuring  this 
note,  and  think  this  was  a good  time  to  feature  it: 
on  the  6 Oth  anniversary  of  it's  release  into  circul- 
ation! 

TRENDS:  The  1,000  Litij  note  is  one  of  those  that 
only  1 a year  or  so  pops  up  on  the  numismatic  market, 
the  majority  of  which  are  those  perforated  PaVTAvT B 
kind.  The  price  for  a 1,000  Litij  note  usually  surp- 
asses the  budget  of  a typical  collector.  Even  this 
LNA  editor  doesn't  have  one  in  his  own  collection. 

The  current  "trends"  for  this  note  (if  you  can  find 
one...)  are:  VG:  200;  VF:600;  XF:  1,000;  UNC:  51,200. 
The  A000,001-D000,000  specimen  at  the  Christie's  sale 
last  October  sold  for  800  British  pounds.  (Inciden- 
tly,  we  would  like  to  obtain  a photocopy  of  that  note 
from  whoever  has  it,  for  our  research  records;  can 
any  of  our  LNA  members  help  us  out?) 

MEDAL  UPDATE 

More  information  about  the  Lithuanian  Christianity 
Medal  has  been  sent  in  to  us.  By  popular  request,  the 
Jubilee  Committee  has  decided  to  produce  two  types  of 
1 1/2 " size  medals.  The  bronze-oxide  will  cost  $15  ea. 
Bilver  ones  are  available  by  pre-order  before  Septemb- 

I,  1986,  for  $45  each.  These  are  in  addition  to  what 
was  mentioned  before. 

The  medals  will  be  produced  by  Medallic  Art  Co.  of 
Danbury,  CT.  Tentative  plans  call  for  2,500  of  the 
bronze  3"  medals  to  be  struck  initially,  with  2,500 
more  before  the  Jubilee  is  over.  Also,  2,500  each  of 
the  1 1/2"  bronze  and  silver  are  planned.  The  dies 
will  be  destroyed  at  the  end  of  1987 • 

Anyone  wishing  to  order  these  historic  medal6  may 
write:  Loretta  I.  Stukas,  Medallion  Chairman,  234 
Bunlit  Drive,  Wat chung,  NJ  07060 

The  3"  medals,  bronze,  are  $30  each,  and  $10  more 
for  the  gold  plating.  Add  postage:  $2  for  each  3 inch, 
$1  for  each  1 1/2  inch. 

THE  KNIGHT  Volume  9 Number  1.  Issue  49.  The  offi- 
cial publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation. Frank^Passic , Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR.  Robert 

J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Bubscript ion/mem- 
bership for  6 bi-monthly  issues:  a donation  of  $10  or 
more,  write:  LNA,  P.0.  Box  612,  Columbia,  MD  21045. 
Editor's  address:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Al- 
bion, MI  49224.  The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-117903 
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plates,  dome  finer  details,  however,  may 
be  hard  to  see  in  the  photographs. 

According  to  the  classic  two  variety 
classification,  the  illustrated  coins 
would  be:  Gotnic:  C,E,F,G,H.  Renaissa- 
nce: it,d,i),l. 

These  coins  can  be  classified  accord- 
ing to  a variety  of  different  points.  I 
will  first  discuss  the  front  of  the  coin, 
and  then  tne  back,  carefully  looking  at 
the  ring  around  the  Vytis,  there  are  a 
number  of  variations: 

1 —  full  beaded  ring,  coarse  beads:  A 

2 —  full  beaded  ring,  fine  beads:  H,  I 

3 —  partial  beaded  ring  (top  fc  bottom) :B 

4 —  full  solid  ring:  D,  F 

5 —  partial  solid  ring  only  at  bottom:  G 
b — no  ring:  E 

In  the  lettering  there  is  a small  ci- 
rcle after  the  word  anBXxNiJKI  in  A,C,L,F, 
G,H,I,  but  not  in  B and  E.  In  the  ones 
that  have  the  circle , in  all  of  them  the 
circle  is  above  the  horse's  rear  legs, 
except  in  a,  where  the  circle  is  below  the 
legs. 


The  rotation  of  the  axis  of  the  eagle  in  relat- 
ion to  that  of  the  Vytis  is  highly  variable.  Measuri- 
ng in  degrees  clockwise,  the  eagle's  rotation  for 
each  coin  is:  A-6l;  B-345;  C-245;  D-173:  E- 85;  F-178; 
G-355;  H-245;  1-300. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  observations  may  be  useful 
as  a foundation  for  a more  extensive  study  and  clas- 
sification of  the  half-grasis  coin  of  Alexander.  Th- 
ese observations  strongly  suggest  that  a classifica- 
tion system  of  this  coin  based  only  on  two  types  is 
very  inadequate. 

I have  had  a long  standing  interest  in  medieval 
Lithuanian  coins,  especially  the  earlier  issues,  and 
have  collected  a fiar  number  of  them.  In  reviewing 
the  available  literature,  I have  not  been  able  to 
find  mention  of  what  was  the  commercial  value  of  ea- 
ch coin's  denomination  at  any  time,  much  less  how 
values  changed  through  the  centuries.  If  any  of  the 
readers  know  of  any  such  information  personally,  or 
know  of  references  that  deal  with  this  topic,  I wou- 
ld be  very  glad  to  be  informed.  By  what  was  the 
commercial  value,  I mean,  what  could  one  coin  of  ea- 
ch particular  denomination  actually  buy?  Send  any 
replies  or  leads  to  the  LNA. — Dr.  Audrius  V.  Plioplys 


1916  IRON  COINS 


In  the  lettering  there  is  a circle  wh- 
ich appears  in  front  of  the  horse's  nead 
in  all  pieces,  except  H where  it  is  absent. 

The  number  of  plumes  on  the  horse's 
tail  is  variable.  There  i6  1 plume  in  E, 

2 plumes  in  C,F,G,H,  and  3 plumes  in  a,B, 

D,  I. 

If  a vertical  line  is  drawn  through 
the  center  of  the  coin,  it  will  always  cut 
through  the  body  of  the  Vytis,  in  all  coins 
except  in  H where  the  Vytis  is  displaced  to 
the  left. 

A double  struck  coin  is  evidenced  in 
toe  bottom  of  A. 

Tnere  are  many  small  variations  in  the 
shape  of  the  Vytis'  head,  sword,  and  body 
as  well  as  of  the  horse's  head  and  body,  but 
tnese  are  all  minor  and  beyond  tne  scope  of 
this  article. 

A6  regards  the  reverse  of  the  coin,  the 
ring  surrounding  the  eagle  is  also  variable. 

1 —  beaded  ring  with  coarse  beads:  h 

2— -beaded  ring  with  fine  beads:  C,£,G,H,I 

3 —  solid  ring:  B,L,F. 

It  snould  be  noted  that  tne  type  of  ring  on 
tne  eagle  reverse  does  not  correlate  at  all 
well  with  the  type  of  ring  on  the  obverse. 

The  shape  of  the  eagle's  chest  is  vari- 
able. Broad  shoulders  are  in  A,E,G,H,  and 
narrow  shoulders  in  B,D,F,I. 

There  are  5 plumes  on  each  wing  in  all 
coins.  There  are  3 plumes  on  the  back  of  the 
eagle's  head  in  all  coins  except  in  E where 
there  are  4 plumes.  There  is  a broad  tail 
and  feet  in  all  coins  except  in  A where  there 
is  a small  tail  and  feet. 


In  the  hard-cover  Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Goins , the  "orphan"  1916  Iron  "Ost"  coins  used  in 
Lithuania  and  surrounding  region  are  listed  under 
"WWI  Occupation  Coinage,"  page  1004  Volume  I,  right 
after  the  500  Mark  denomination. 

These  are  the  NEW  KM  numbers,  replacing  the  old 
Y numbers.  Here  is  the  change,  giving  both  old  ( ) 


and  new  KM  numbers: 

(I-A18.1)  KM-21.1  1 kopek  1916  A 
(Y-A18.2)  KM-21.2  1 kopek  1916  J 
(Y-B18.1)  KM-22.1  2 kopeks  1916  A 
(Y-B18.2)  KM-22.2  2 kopeks  1916  J 
(Y-C18.1)  KM-23.1  3 kopeks  1916  A 
(Y-C18.2)  KM-23.2  3 kopeks  1916  J. 


We  hope  you  are  confused  as  we  are  with  all 
these  catalog  numbers.  Challenge:  could  you  fit 
all  this  on  a 2 x 2 coin  holder? 


In  our  April-May  1982  issue  No.  24  pg.  5 we  fea- 
tured a short  article  about  Ignas  Musteikis,  whose 
signature  appears  on  the  P-27  1930  20  Litq  banknote. 

He  was  born  July  25,  1890  in  VyJuonose,  Utena 
Co.  He  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  February  5»  I960. 


LITHUANIAN  COPPER  SHILLINGS  AND  THEIR 
MINTAGES  1663-1667 

BY:  STASYS  JANUSONIS 
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(Continued  from  last  issue...) 

they  oegan  an  uncompromising  fight  against 
tneir  brotners  in  arms  of  the  lower  classes. 

lne  internal  crisis  of  the  confederates 
ended,  as  it  nac  to  end,  by  treason.  Those 
of  tne  confederate  leaders  who  were  not  be- 
smircned  with  the  blood  of  Gosievski  and 
Geromski  were  bribed  by  M.  Pacas.  On  April 
22,  I6b2,  they  attacked  tne  murderers,  Kot- 
ovski,  Jesmanas,  J.  and  0.  Nieviarovskis, 
and  Chlevinski.  They  were  captured  in  Geduva, 
and  it  was  announced  tnat  the  left  wing  of 
tne  army  would  a&stroy  the  confederation. 

There  remained  only  to  bring  the  broken  con- 
federates to  their  knees  and  formally  disband 

the  confederation. ^5 

kith  the  of f icers-confederates  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  army  conceding  that  the  as- 
sociation of  tne  confederates  was  abolished 
ana  disbanded*^,  on  May  3-5  1663*  at  Geduva, 
the  GDL  National  Treasury  Administrator  and 
president  of  the  Vilnius  Committee,  J.  Bial- 
ozoras,  together  with  M.  Pacas  and  J.  Terebe- 
§ius  reduced  the  National  Treasury's  debt  to 
the  confederates  to  a minimum  of  4 million 
auksinas25.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  agr- 
eement concerning  the  "satisfaction  for  the 
merits"  of  the  army,  paying  it  tne  4 million 
auksinas,  fixed  tnree  terms  of  payment:  2 
million  auksinas  will  be  paid  January  16, 
lb64,  with  the  otner  two  payments  due  after  a 
year.  26  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  army  deman- 
ded payment  of  a 5th  million  to  restore  and  r- 
enovate  the  demolished  Vilnius  Academy. In 
audition,  J.  Bialozoras  must  supplemtn  with  a 
writ  of  guarantee  issued  May  5,  1663  to  the 
army  for  the  payment^  of  the  4 million  auks- 
inas, and  for  an  additional  600,000  auksinas 
grant  for  joining  the  ranks  of  the  king29,  and 
specifically  sworn  to,  with  the  written  affid- 
avit of  M.  Pacas^. 

Tnat  part  of  the  army  which  became  submis- 
sive to  the  King  did  not  remain  a passive  obs- 
erver and  was  not  content  with  playing  a modest 
waiting  role,  keeking  to  gain  more  quickly  the 
funds  promised,  most  probably  inspired  by  J. 
Bialozoras,  or  contained  implicitly  in  their 
instructions  (or  perhaps  this  decision  w as  dic- 
tated to  it  by  nigher-ups,  prudently  protecting 
themselves  from  undesirable  national  calamity, 
or  accusations  by  the  army  for  inflation  conse- 
quences) given  its  envoys  to  the  high  Tribunal 
of  tne  GDL,  the  army  demanded  the  establishment 
of  tne  mint,  the  profits  from  whicn  in  great 
part  must  be  funneled  to  pay  the  debt  owed  the 


hurriedly  returned  to  tne  meeting  of  the  Vilnius 
Committee,  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  impending 
money  mint  opening. 52  j.  Bialozoras  coordinated 
the  work  of  the  GDL  National  Tre  isury  Vilnius  Com- 
mittee with  the  pronouncements  of  the  aoyal  general 
Committee  of  Lvov.  An  analogous  decision  was  rea- 
ched: based  upon  the  aforesaid  procedure55  for  st- 
riking coins  set  in  1659,  it  was  resolved  to  strixe 
for  both  the  Crown  as  well  as  the  GJL,  copper  shi- 
llings in  the  amount  of  5,250,000  auksinas,  and  to 
allot  from  this  striking  funds  to  pay  off  the  conf- 
ederation. Alas,  this  resolution  was  doomed  by  the 
decision  of  February  23,  1663  of  the  General  Comm- 
ittee cf  Lvov  and  the  Senate  Council.^*4 

Again,  T.L.  Boratini  attempted  to  have  it  appro- 
ved by  the  Crown,  but  the  arand  Duchy  of  Lithuania 
refused,  though  it  was  pressured.  The  GDL  National 
Treasury  was  saved  from  this  perplexing  situation  by 
the  arrival  from  Danzig  of  a certain  Andrius  George 
Horn, 55  who  offered  nis  services.  After  receiving 
the  approval  of  the  King  and  the  Senate  Council,  he 
was  sent  from  Lvov  to  Vilnius,  to  the  GDL  National 
Treasury  Committee,  "that  he  might  there  expound  his 
proposition."  With  the  end  of  the  negotiations  at 
Seduva,  on  May  16,  1663,  King  Jonas  Casimir  ordered 
National  Treasury  Administrator  J.  oialozoras  to 
attempt  to  collect  3 million  auksinas  in  1663,  by 
availing  nimself  of  the  only  effective  means — to 
establish  a copper  shilling  mint. 56 

On  May  22,  1663,  the  GDL  National  Mint  Committee 
issued  a decree  for  the  striking  of  Lithuanian  cop- 
per shillings.  The  National  Treasury  Administrator 
J.  Bialozoras  began  implementing  it,  on  May  2d, 

1663,  signing  a somewhat  corrected  contract  with  A. 

G.  Horn  for  tne  striking  of  copper  shillings  for 
the  sum  of  5»8l8,764  auksinas  and  21  gratis,  the 
striking  to  be  done  at  the  premises  of  the  Oliva 
monastery28  near  Danzig.  Unfortunately,  A.G.  Horn 
failed  to  execute  his  committment.  His  mint  at 
Oliva  operated  less  than  four  full  months,  from 
July  19,  1663  to  November  10th59,  though  he  was  ob- 
ligated to  strike  Lithuanian  shillings  for  two  yea- 
rs. The  fundamental  reason  for  such  abbreviated  ac- 
tion was  the  hostile  steps  taken  by  the  nead  of  the 
Hoyal  Treasury:  he  arrested  A.G.  Horn,  charging  him 
with  the  issuance  of  counterfeit  money1^.  A.G.  ..orn 
struck  Lithuanian  copper  shillings  only  for  the  sum 
of  460,389  auksinas  and  6 grasis.  As  we  can  see, 
tne  National  Treasury  received  only  164,000  auksinas 
in  rental  rather  than  the  3 million. 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that,  failing  to  achieve 
tne  most  important  factor,  which  forced  the  army  to 
confederate,  that  is,  failure  to  compensate  it  for 

muou  uc  iuuucxcu  ~ the  2 million  auksinas  agreed  to  on  January  lb, 

army— the  4 million  auksinas,  to  be  quickly  paid  1664  at  Geduva  (5/Vlb63)  and  at  Most  as  (8/4/lbb3), 
out. 51  Guch  was  tne  source  of  tne  rising  wave  of  the  problem  of  emission  of  the  shillings  remained 
the  second  inflation!  open,  it  remained  once  more  to  negotiate  with  the 

executing  these  committments,  J.  Bialozoras  Continued  next  issue... 


8.  PRUSA S Continued  from  page 

Rusal*.  aid  duties  and  rights  were  ins- 
pec ting  all  the  regions  banks,  coopera- 
tives, credit  unions,  and  industries. 

In  tnose  times  one  could  attain  this  po- 
sition only  if  he  came  from  a noble  fam- 
ily. iet  Adomas  Prusas  must  have  been 
worthy  of  this  position  if  he  was  reco- 
mmended by  a Czar's  relative  and  a gen- 
eral. 

His  nepnewt  while  writing  his  remi- 
niscences, brings  out  some  interesting 
facts  until  now  unknown,  yet  important, 
while  working  in  banking  in  the  south- 
ern region,  it  dawned  on  Adomas  Prusas 
to  interest  himself  with  the  northern 
regions'  banks  in  which  the  territory  of 
Lithuania  was  included.  He  began  to  jot 
down  all  the  statistics  and  balances  pe- 
rtaining to  Lithuania.  All  this  proved 
of  immense  value  when  the  newly  establi- 
shed independent  Lithuania's  representa- 
tives gathered  in  Moscow  in  1920  to  bar- 
gain and  draw  treaties  with  tne  Soviet 
government.  Adomas  Prusas'  information 
prepared  in  advance  was  of  great  help. 
Later,  he  wrote  a book  from  this,  his 
accumulated  information,  entitled, 

"Hanks  and  Credit  in  Lithuania  Prior 
to  1915." 

His  wife  Emilija  was  just  as  active. 

She  became  a correspondent  to  many  West- 
ern European  news  agencies  supplying  them 
with  newsworthy  subjects  about  Lithuania, 
because  they  both  would  spend  their  sum- 
mer vacations  away  from  Bt.  Petersburg, 
in  Litnuania.  One  must  note  that  at  that 
time  there  were  about  30,000  Lithuanians 
living  in  Bt.  Petersburg,  many  very  poor, 
rjuilija  and  her  husband  contributed  in 
the  organization  of  a society  for  the  be- 
nefit of  poor  Lithuanians,  mostly  the  yo- 
ung striving  for  an  education.  That  was 
in  1904. 

Tne  Russian  Revolution  drove  both  out 
of  Bt.  Petersburg,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  spring  of  1913,  both  found  themse- 
lves in  Vilnius,  the  capital  of  Lithuania. 
There  they  were  in  the  care  of  Antanas 
Jmetona,  who  had  known  them  from  Bt.  Pete- 
rsburg. The  author  remembers  vividly  the 
summer  in  1918.  The  Kaiser's  military  mac- 
nine  was  breaking  up  on  all  fronts,  but  in 
Lithuania  it  was  still  strong.  At  the  end 
of  July  of  that  year,  Adomas  Prusas  found 
himself  on  his  brother  Jonas'  farm  in  the 
pariah  of  Alunta,  in  the  district  of  Utena, 
very  tired  and  gaunt.  Here  he  stayed  for 
over  a month. 

one  day  a horse  drawn  carriage  was  pr- 
epared with  a double  or  false  bottom  in 
wnich  bacon  and  smoked  hams  were  conceal- 
ed with  some  sacks  of  flour  on  top,  cov- 


1... 

ered  with  hay  and  some  clay  pots  with  butter  in  bet- 
ween. Both  brothers,  Jonas  and  Adomas,  set  out  for 
Vilnius  where  they  happily  arrived  without  any  inci- 
dents. One  may  well  understand  the  happiness  brought 
to  some  hungry  mouths  in  Vilnius.  Vilnius  and  its 
environment  was  short  of  food  and  on  the  verge  of  st- 
arvation. Now  both  families,  the  Prusas'  and  the  °me- 
tona's,  were  provided  for. 

When  on  November  11,  1918  the  first  government 
was  being  formed  in  the  Lithuanian  capital  city  of 
Vilnius,  and  the  first  Minister  for  Industry  and  Fin- 
ance became  Martynas  Y5as,  Adomas  Prusas  got  the  task 
to  collect  a treasury  and  organize  the  State  Bank.  A 
proclamation  was  issued  on  December  1,  1918  by  this 
provisional  government  dealing  with  the  Bank  and  on 
December  19,  1918,  the  Bank  began  functioning  offic- 
ially. It  was  called  the  "Lietuvos  Prekybos  ir  Pram- 
ones  Bankas"  — The  Lithuanian  Bank  of  Commerce  and 
Industry. 

The  activities  of  the  bank  began  in  Kaunas.  The 
Lithuanians  had  to  move  their  government  out  of  Viln- 
ius because  Poland  was  seizing  Vilnius  and  its  adja- 
cent territories.  Lithuania's  treasury  at  that  period 
of  organization  was  almost  empty— only  a few  thousands 
of  Oetmarks  and  a few  gold  and  silver  Czarist  Russia's 
rubles!  That  was  all!  And  that  was  Lithuania’s  wealth 
at  that  time.  This  wealth  or  treasury  fitted  into  a 
small  wooden  chest. 

When  Adomas  Prusas  fled  from  Vilnius  to  Russia's 
once-held  garrison  at  Kaunas,  now  devastated  by  the 
war,  with  his  treasury  in  a wooden  chest,  there  hap-_ 
pened  to  be  a shortage  of  living  quarters.  Adomas  Pru- 
as  had  to  satisfy  himself  with  a one-room  apartment  on 
the  second  floor  with  another  occupant,  a jurist  nam- 
ed Liudas  Noreika.  Later,  the  building  housing  this 
room  became  the  famous  hotel  and  restaurant,  "Versai- 
lles.” 

The  whole  treasury  of  Lithuania  that  fitted  into 
that  small  wooden  chest  was  now  hid  under  the  bed!  Th- 
ere was  no  one  to  guard  it.  One  had  to  search  for  qu- 
arters for  the  family  first,  only  then  quarters  for 
the  treasury  and  the  bank. 

The  Lithuanian  Bank  of  Commerce  and  Industry  con- 
tinued its  treasury  activities  up  to  October  2,  1922, 
when  it  reorganized  into  the  Emission  Bank  "Emisijos 
Bankas.”  That  was  the  period  when  independent  Lithua- 
nia's first  new  currency  appeared,  the  Litas.  The  Lmi- 
ssion  Bank  soon  changed  its  name  to  the  Bank  of  Lith- 
uania. The  first  governor  of  the  Lietuvos  Bankas  was 
professor  Vladas  Jurgutis,  and  vice  governor,  Adomas 
Prusas.  Jurgutis  held  the  governor's  post  up  till  1929* 
and  Frusas  the  vice-governor's  post  till  1926. 

The  author/nephew  i6  somewhat  dissapointed  that 
the  Encyclopedia  Lituanica  mentions  only  prof.  Jurgutis 
as  its  governor,  and  not  its  vice-governor  Prusas. 

There  i6  no  vic-governor  in  its  articles  on  Lithuania's 
banks,  credit,  currencies  in  this  encyclopedia.  It 
does  however  mention  that  from  1926  the  vice  governor 
was  Juozas  Paknys,  formerly  one  of  the  bank  directors. 
But  Adomas  Prusas  was  vice-governor  for  5 full  years, 
before  Paknys.  During  the  third  election  to  the  Nat- 
ional Assembly,  Prusas  was  relieved  from  his  post  by 


the  Cnnstian  Democratic  iarty.  That  wau.. 
in  192b.  /tdomas  Prusas  belonged  to  anot- 
her group,  with  nia  brother,  Antanas  ome- 
tona  tthe  Nationalists),  and  professor 
.\ugustma6  Voldemaras. 

jo  /tdonas  rrusas  became  unemployed, 
after  a year  long  vacation  he  accepted  a 
post  in  tne  B^nk  of  .Lithuania  branch  in 
harijampol&  as  its  director.  This  posit- 
ion he  held  until  his  death.  He  died  in 
1950  [note:  the  E.L.  says  19393  , having 
oeen  able  to  finish  writing  his  remini- 
scenses  and  publishing  them  in  a book, 
"Gyvenimo  Keliais"  "Life's  Paths." 

LETTERS 

I really  and  truly  appreciate  getting 
the  negatives  [for  the  P-28  1938  lo  Litq 
which  she  wanted  a copy]  and  I thank  you 
very  much.  Yes,  we  are  related  to  i>r. 

Jonas  BasanaviSius,  who  is  featured  on 
the  Y-12  1936  5 Litai  coin,  and  the 
19^8  50  Litq  banknote,  and  I’ll  tell  you 
why/how : 

When  Dr.  Basanavi2ius  came  to  America 
to  see  tne  President  of  the  U.B.,  he  sto- 
pped in  Bdwardsvilie , Pennsylvania,  where 
we  lived  at  the  time,  to  see  his  relati- 
ves. his  relatives  were  my  father  Jonas 
■basanaviSius,  my  father's  brother  Vincent, 
and  my  father's  sister  Magdalena.  Vincent 
HasanaviSius  resembled  the  doctor,  so  my 
parents  said. 

My  mother  told  me  when  I was  older, 
the  visit  was  pleasant  and  very  happy  and 
he  enjoyed  being  with  them.  And  here  is  a 
coicidence:  my  birthday  is  February  16, 
Lithuanian  freedom  day,  and  Dr.  Basanav- 
iSius  died  on  February  16,  1929.  0o  all 
Lithuanians  celebrate  by  birthday  with  me. 

Sincerely,  Miss  Julia  A.  Busanovich 
(Julijona  BasanaviSiute) , PA 

Dear  Editor:  I have  particularly  en- 
joyed the  "classic"  articles,  such  as  the 
current  one  on  the  Lithuanian  copper 
snillings  under  Jonas  Kazimieras.  My  in- 
terest in  numismatics  is,  in  large  part, 
based  upon  what  the  coins  can  tell  us 
about  the  lives  and  times  of  the  people 
who  used  them  (I  published  a 3-part  ar- 
ticle in  Coins  magazine  last  fall,  "The 
Coins  of  Daily  •‘■dfe,"  which  went  into 
depth  on  this  topic). 

— -Michael  T.  Snutterly,  MD 

The  following  is  the  American  Numismat- 
ic Association  library  number  and  listing 
of  our  book: 

JM95.K2 

Karazija,  Povilas.  THE  COIN  HOARDS  OF 
ALUONA-SKLERIAI,  AND  KRUMINIAI,  LITHU- 
ANIA. Columbia  (MD),  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  1983.  6,  65-142p  ill.  28cm. 


Dear  Editor: 

In  response  to  "What  do  you  think?"  Pg.  8 of  the 
^eb. -March  issue,  I would  like  to  make  the  following 
observations. 

Although  truly  uncirculated  coins  from  any  part  of 
Pre“'^^  Europe  and  environs  are  very  scarce,  they  do 
exist.  Generally , any  high-mintage  coin  that  is  readily 
available  in  Vi-EF  will  also  be  available  to  some  ext- 
ent in  UNC,  BU,  or  even  Choice  BU.  However,  CH  BU  coins 
are  extremely  scarce  to  rare,  in  even  the  most  common 
dates  and  types.  Also,  very  low  mintage  coins  are  often 
available  in  only  higher  or  highest  grades  because  they 
were  quickly  pulled  from  circulation  or  never  circula- 
ted. i or  this  reason,  the  Y-14  10  Litq  is  usually  off- 
ered in  AU  or  better  whereas  th  Y-5  50  Centq,  is  gener- 
ally offered  in  VF  or  lower. 

Currently,  there  i6  a world-wide  demand  for  stric- 
tly UNC  coins  that  has  created  a considerable  widening 
of  the  gap  between  EF  and  UNC  items.  For  example,  in 
the  Banknote  Bociety  of  the  Phillippines  Auctine,  Man- 
ila, Beptember  1985,  the  following  prices  were  reali- 
zed: 1911-B  Peso  UNC,  toned,  It.  bagging,  $325.  1911-S 
Peso,  It.  toned  BU,  $550.  1912-3  Peso,  BU,  S685 i In  EF, 
either  of  these  retail  for  820-130,  and  they  are  not 
really  all  that  scarce!  "UNC  Mania"  is  causing  ripples 
in  the  numismatic  world! 

I have  not  issued  a listing  of  Lithuanian  coins  in 
several  months,  but  I am  still  buying  what  I can  find. 
Based  on  current  availability,  prices  realized,  dealer 
askings,  etc.,  the  following  is  my  personal  estimate  of 
the  current  retail  value  of  Lithuanian  coins  (The  wh- 
olesale estimate  is  listed  as  percentage  of  the  retail 
in  parentheses).  I sun  not  listing  Buperb  BU  coins  for 
two  reasons:  These  are  incredibly  rare  in  business  str- 
ikes, and  two,  I have  never  seen  a superb  BU  business 
strike. 


EF 

AU 

UNC 

BU 

CH  BU 

WHOLBBALE 

1-1 

9 ' 

11 

19 

25 

35 

(70%) 

1925 

1 ct. 

Y-2 

7 

9 

15 

20 

30 

(50%) 

1925 

5 ct. 

Y-3 

12 

15 

20 

30 

50 

(70%) 

1925 

10  centq 

Y-4 

12 

14 

19 

25 

40 

(70%) 

1925 

20  centq 

y-5 

22 

25 

50 

75 

125 

(70%) 

1925 

50  Centq 

Y-6 

10 

12 

15 

20 

30 

(60%) 

1925 

1 litas 

1-7 

15 

17 

25 

35 

50 

(60%) 

1925 

2 litu 

Y-8 

25 

30 

40 

75 

125 

(70%) 

1925 

5 litai 

Y-9 

5 

7 

9 

12 

18 

(60%) 

1936 

1 centas 

Y-10 

15 

18 

25 

35 

50 

(70%) 

1936 

2 centai 

Y-ll 

15 

18 

20 

30 

40 

(70%) 

1936 

5 centai 

Y-12 

6 

9 

12 

20 

25 

(40%) 

1936 

5 litai 

Y-13 

15 

18 

25 

35 

50 

(50%) 

1936 

10  Litq 

Y-14 

4o 

45 

65 

95 

135 

(60%) 

1938 

lo  Litq 

Typical  VF  coins  retail  at  about  1/2  EF  price  sind 
wholesale  at  about  1/4  EF  price.  Nice  VF  retail  at 
about  1/2  AU  price  and  Wholesale  1/4  of  the  same.  With 
the  exception  of  Y-5,  50  Centq,  fine  or  lower  coins 
are  practically  unsellable. 

I enjoy  eac^  issue  of  The  Knight,  and  I have  found 
my  LNA  membership  to  be  a very  pleasant  experience. 

— Charles  A.  Robbins  (LNA  #215),  C t J Coins,  MS. 


10.  ADS 

«ant-ror  oale  nds  are  a XRLL 
service  to  non-commercial  LNa  members  1 

*-.i->t  your  items  here  I 

• • • 

WxNTnD:  1910  3 kopek  "Get"  iron 
coin  from  "A”  mint  in  XF  or  better. 
Also  view  postcards  of  Lithuania  and 
• klaip<Sda/Memel  (pre  WWIi),  and  the 
book  Timeless  Lithuania  (Ghicago, 

19^2)  by  Gwen  Norem.  Also  want  copies 
of  the  following  back  issues  of  The 
Knight  (photocopies  if  X can't  get 
tne  originals):  a*2-5,  7»  9-14,  16,  17, 
20,  22,  and  35*  J.H.  Greene,  33 

Bearsden  Rd.,  Athol,  Mass  01331. 

• • * 

FU.R  BAlmJ:  5x7  color  glossy  pho- 
to of  the  "new"  unreleased  500  Litq 
banknote  F-A21,  now  listed  and  illu- 
strated in  the  new  lick  catalog.  See 
January,  1986  issue  of  The  Knight  for 
details.  *10.  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 

Sat on  3^.,  Albion,  MI  49 224 

• * • 

we  accept  commercial  advertising 
here  in  The  Knight.  Dealers:  list  yo- 
ur Baltic  material  herel  Uur  rates 
are:  Business  card  insertion:  *5,  or 
6 for  *25  (save  *5);  Full  page  *35* 

1/2  page:  *25;  1/4  page  *15;  Insert 

*35  plus  extra  postage  if  applicable. 

• • * 

Dealer  Karl  Btephens  has  been 
with  us  and  has  supported  the  LDA 
from  the  very  beginning.  He  continues 
to  run  nis  business  card  insertion  ad 
in  each  issue.  Have  you  written  him 
, lately  for  his  current  price  list,  and 
mentioned  The  Knight  each  time  you 
write  and  order? 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

LITHUANIA* 


Karl  Stephens, 


Karl  Stephens 

Ptctident 


Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City,  Ca.  91780  818  445  8154 


The  following  appeared  in  Mort  Heed's  "Odd  it  Gurioue" 

(1963),  page  88: 


PURE  SILVER  LUITAS  SHAPED  LIKE  BOATS  WERE  CAST 
IN  SAND  MOLDS  BY  THE  LITHUANIANS  IN  THE  EARLY  1600'$. 
LATER  THE  BAR  TOOK  ON  THE  SHAPE  OF  A PARTIALLY  SEVERED 
FINGER.  THIS  CUT  ALLOWED  THE  OWNER  TO  BREAK  THE  BAR 
INTO  TWO  PIECES  OR  RUBLES, (KAPAS). 

RUBLE  FROM  THE  WORD  RUBLIT  MEANS  CHOP  OR  CUT 


NEWS 

The  latest  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Coins  (1987  edition)  has  just  been  published.  This  is  a 
soft-cover  1 volume  book,  unlike  the  two  volume  hard-cover 
expanded  edition  published  last  year.  This  version  has  dro- 
pped the  rare  patterns,  test  strikes,  unique  items,  etc.  to 
concentrate  on  the  normal  circulating  or  proof  set  coins. 

It  appears  that  the  hard-cover  versions  will  be  issued  in 
alternating  years  from  now  on,  and  will  carry  the  more  de- 
tailed listings. 

Lithuania  is  again  listed  under  "Baltic  Regions"  on  pp. 
109-110.  These  are  the  listed  "UNC"  prices:  Y-l  25;  Y-2  20f 
Y-3  B2.5;  1-4  B5;  Y-5  45;  Y-6  35;  Y-7  60;  Y-8  75;  Y-9  BO; 

Y-10  35;  Y-ll  25,  Y-12  50  [which  definately  too  high];  Y-13 
40  [this  has  bean  lowered],  Y-14  70  [this  has  been  lowered]. 

The  1916  Ost  iron  coins  are  found  on  page  591  and  bear 
UNC  prices  of:  1 kopek:  12;  2 kopek  14;  3 kopek  l6. 

* • • 

The  Lipiec-Sierpien  1985  issue  of  the  Polskie  Towarzy- 
stwo  Archeologiczne  i numisraatyczne  Biuletyn  Numizmatyczny , 
published  in  Warsaw,  focused  nearly  its  entire  issue  on  Lit- 
huanian numismatics.  They  used  Flatzbardis'  book  for  illust- 
rations, including  the  modern  independent  Lithuanian  money! 
They  excerpted  from  Jonas  K.  K^rys  on  the  modern  money.  Th- 
ere were  also  articles  on  early  medieval  Lithuanian  coins. 
Annual  subscription  to  this  publication  is  U.J.  S30  to: 

Ars  Folona,  itrakowskie  Przedmiescie  7,  P.0.  Box  1001,  00-068, 
Warszawa,  Poland.  Payments  through  the  Bank  Handlowy  w Warsz- 
awie  3. A..,  ul.  Chalubinskiego  8,  00-950  Warszawa,  P.0.  Box 
129  (Cheques  and  international  money  orders  accepted). 


